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Skin whitening creams
containing prohibited
ingredients should be
avoided at all costs

Councils have warned that skin whitening
creams containing banned ingredients could
pose a serious threat to consumers health .
The LGA , which represents councils in Eng-
land and Wales said illegally products were still
available for purchase on main street,

The growing popularity of skin whitening
creams has led to the penetration of low toxic
products into the market containing ingredi-
ents such as the bleaching agent hydroquinone
and mercury _hydroquinone, described as the
biological equivalent of a paint striper _can re-
move the top layer of skin , increasing the risk
of a person developing skin cancer liver and
kidney damage the organization warned .
Mercury can also lead to the development of
life threatening health problems.

Skin creams containing prohibited ingredients
are very dangerous and can seriously harm
your health , scarring you for life and and kill-
ing you , so they should be avoided at all costs
, said Simon Blakburn , chairman of LG s most
secure and strong community council .
Consumers should always check the ingredi-
ents of their skin creams and be skeptical of
the very low prices that are likely to indicate
that the product is counterfeit and potentially
harmful and never use a product containing
hydroquinone .

Creams can also be used to lighten blood pig-
mentation and treat acne scars .

Those purchased by prescription should only
be used by doctors supervision as advised by
LGA.
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